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OM Scott – Marysville Worker Exposure Reconstruction
1/14/10 Status Update Teleconference:  Final Minutes


Present:  


EPA:  
B. Benson, D. Berry


Volpe:  A. Castelli


UC:  
E. Borton, T. Hilbert, J. Kays, G. LeMasters, J. Lockey, C. Rice


Minutes:


Final minutes from 11/19/09 teleconference were distributed via email on 12/09/09.


Status of DOJ document review:  


C. Rice reported that review of all qualitative materials is anticipated to be complete by 1/18/10.  E. Borton has also completed a thorough review of all quantitative data for “partially duplicate” data (e.g. instances where fragments of data were repeated in multiple documents throughout the dataset.  These have all been removed and the dataset is free of any duplicate data.

Status of Action Items:


It was agreed that the issues raised by B. Benson on his 10/23 memo regarding exposure reconstruction will be addressed as the JEM is created.


The deliverables schedule was updated to include a draft and final version of the JEM plan as well as adjusting several deliverable dates.

EPA questions/comments:

B. Benson reported that he completed several analyses (Cox regression and benchmark) using both 1957 and 1963 as start dates for exposure with similar results.  Unless additional information is found to clarify the exposure start date, the RfC will be developed using both.  A summary of available W.R. Grace shipping records was reviewed and it was noted that there was a discrepancy in tonnage reported from 1975-1978 between these records and J. Lockey’s 1980 thesis.  J. Lockey will ask Scotts to meet in an attempt to reconcile this and to follow-up on our previous request for a plant map and relevant historic engineering changes.  It was noted that the shipping records were not necessarily complete and therefore no conclusion could be drawn from them regarding shipping start date.  B. Benson will follow-up on reports that there may be a warehouse in Libby that contains additional records.

Expectations for the subcontractor were discussed.  B. Benson indicated that the individual should have experience working with large epi cohorts and be familiar with regression techniques for exposure response relationship but not necessarily EPA methodology.  The subcontractor will be asked to review the job-exposure reconstruction and the exposure-response regression analysis.  It was agreed that the subcontractor should be available to assist with the process, not simply evaluate the final product.  UC will contact Leslie Stayner regarding filling this role.


Volpe comments:  


A.Castelli reminded UC to let her know if labor hours for Task 1 exceeded the budgeted amount.  In response to an inquiry by T. Hilbert regarding a delay in incremental funding, A. Castelli indicated she would check to see if she could help resolve the issue.

Next meeting scheduled for 2/18/10 @ 2:30 pm EST



